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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Carlton Cross, First
United Methodist Church, Prescott, Ar-
kansas, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, we pray with thanks-
giving for the breath of life. May we be
an example of Your love and let us be
thankful for this earth that You have
shared with us.

We take this opportunity to ask for
wisdom for all the world leaders. At
the time of creation, You tell us that
Your creation was good. Let us in
faithful service do our part to continue
Your goodness.

We 1lift our prayers for President
Obama, the House of Representatives,
and the Senate floor. We lift our pray-
ers on behalf of all government, State,
and local leaders.

We pray for our armed forces. We ask
Your protection for them physically,
emotionally, and spiritually. We lift to
You the families that have lost loved
ones in faithful service to our country.

God, offer the House of Representa-
tives the wisdom to conduct the busi-
ness of the day in a way that would be
pleasing to You.

Hear our prayers, Lord. Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. ROSS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. ROSS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING REV. CARLTON CROSS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
R0SS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor my dear friend and pas-
tor, Rev. Carlton Cross, from my home-
town of Prescott, Arkansas, and to-
day’s guest chaplain in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

As an ordained deacon and elder,
Rev. Cross has been serving in the
United Methodist Church for the past
20 years. Leading congregations
throughout Arkansas, Rev. Cross is
well respected and admired wherever
he goes.

Possessing a great passion for mis-
sion work, Rev. Cross’ impact on the
community reaches far beyond the pul-
pit, including his active involvement in
the Ozark Mission Project for the past
15 years.

Rev. Cross is a graduate of Arkansas
State University and holds a Master of
Divinity from Memphis Theological
Seminary. He and his wife, Tracy, have
10-year-old twins, Brady and Shelby.

Rev. Cross currently serves First
Methodist United Church in Prescott,
where my family and I are members.
As a close personal friend and my spir-
itual guide, I can attest to Rev. Cross’
sincere commitment to his church, his
community, his faith and his country.

It is my distinct privilege and honor
to recognize Rev. Carlton Cross as
guest chaplain on this day in the
United States House of Representa-
tives.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further 1-minute speeches
on each side of the aisle.

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, be-
fore we celebrate the new health care
legislation, keep in mind that the
American people will be required by
law to buy private insurance, and they
will pay a penalty if they don’t; that
insurance companies will be subsidized
by the government; that insurance
companies have had double-digit in-
creases in premiums in the past 4
years; that we are locking in a for-prof-
it structure. This is the result of a
health care debate, the flawed premise
of which is that health care reform
cannot happen without the cooperation
of the insurance companies which
make money not providing health care.

The truth is that reform cannot hap-
pen with them; that insurance compa-
nies are the problem, not the solution;
and that the legislation, no matter how
well intended, will likely not be able to
deliver and cost too much and be an-
other bailout for Big Business at the
expense of the American people.

———

BRUISING THE CONSTITUTION

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
government-run universal health care
bill forces businesses and citizens to
buy the government-approved insur-
ance whether they want to or not, and
whether they can afford it or not. This
is a totalitarian concept.

The Constitution does not give this
oppressive power to the Federal Gov-
ernment. Nowhere in this document
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does government have the power to
force citizens to buy anything. And fur-
ther, if a citizen or business doesn’t
purchase the insurance, a criminal fine
masquerading as a tax is imposed with-
out benefit of a jury trial or legal rep-
resentation. If the citizen cannot afford
the fine, do they go to jail without con-
stitutional protections?

This bill is an affront to individual
liberty. It denies the citizen of life, lib-
erty and property, and violates due
process of law under the fifth amend-
ment.

The false analogy that citizens must
buy car insurance is not applicable.
Driving is a privilege and an option
regulated by the States. No one is
forced to own or drive a car. Here ev-
eryone is forced to buy insurance or
face a criminal penalty.

Somewhere in this debate we ought
to be concerned with the Federal Gov-
ernment bruising the Constitution.

And that’s just the way it is.

——
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, well, 140
days after the Republican Ileaders
promised a health care plan, it was

leaked. It is a bold proposal. I think it
was actually drafted downtown by the
health insurance industry association,
just like their prescription drug bill
was drafted by the pharmaceutical in-
dustry.

Now the Democrats’ bill outlaws the
most abusive practices of the insurance
industry: preexisting condition exclu-
sion policy cancellation when you get
sick, called rescission. Not the Repub-
licans, they can still cancel your policy
when you get sick. Even if you have
been paying your premiums, they can
still discriminate against your pre-
existing conditions. The Republicans
wouldn’t touch that one.

Now the Republicans actually are
going to facilitate further abuses. The
Democrats rescind the antitrust ex-
emption of the insurance industry. Not
the Republicans. In fact, they are cre-
ating a new safe haven for this indus-
try. The industry can sell a national
policy which will solve all of the prob-
lems, but they can go to any State
they choose to sell that policy from.

They will choose the most abusive,
least regulated State in the Union. And
if you live in Oregon and you have a
complaint about your insurance pro-
vider, you will have to file it in Dela-
ware with the corporation commis-
sioner. No, give it to the Republicans,
new safe havens for the abusive insur-
ance industry. Good work, guys.

——————

SHALL V. MAY PELOSI TAKEOVER
BILL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful to join Con-
gressmen FLEMING, GINGREY, HELLER,
and HERGER to introduce an amend-
ment to automatically enroll all Mem-
bers of Congress in the government-run
option.

In the Education and Labor Com-
mittee, I was able to pass the amend-
ment requiring Congress to take the
government-run option, but the Pelosi
takeover plan changes the word which
would make Congress take the govern-
ment-run option being pushed on the
American people. That one small
“may’’ reverses the meaning of the
bill.

If Speaker PELOSI insists on shoving
this bill through, then I believe Mem-
bers of Congress should take the gov-
ernment-run option. If it is good
enough for the American people, then
it is good enough to Congress.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th in the global war on terrorism.
Congratulations to State Representa-
tive-elect Ralph Norman and Elaine of
Rock Hill, South Carolina, for their
overwhelming victory yesterday.

———

HEALTH CARE

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, on the
most important issue this Congress
will consider, what was so egregious
that dozens of my Republican col-
leagues paraded to the floor yesterday
to make passionate speeches in opposi-
tion to the Affordable Health Care for
America Act? I shall tell you. It was
the fact that the word ‘‘shall” appeared
3,400 times in the bill.

Well, that is an interesting point, but
it also reveals a certain amount of am-
nesia about law writing and civiliza-
tion. After all, one of our most impor-
tant and formative laws had the word
“shall” in every sentence: You shall
honor your father and mother. You
shall recognize the Sabbath to keep it
holy. You shall not covet. You shall
not steal. You shall not murder. And
most importantly probably for this de-
bate in this House, You shall not bear
false witness.

Mr. Speaker, if this is all the Repub-
licans have, I say let’s talk about font
size or paper color. No, millions of
Americans are suffering because of
lack of health care. They cannot afford
it. Eighteen thousand are dying a year.
Almost a million are going bankrupt
because of health care costs. We shall
give America the health care reform
they deserve.

————
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, according to the experts at
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CMS, the Democrats’ health care bill is
bad news for seniors. Seniors citizens
have a right to know that the cost for
Pelosi’s trillion dollar government
takeover of health care is paid for with
almost $500 billion in Medicare cuts.

First, millions of seniors will lose
their health plans. The experts predict
that enrollment in Medicare Advantage
will decline 64 percent, and that Medi-
care benefits will be cut for 11 million
seniors enrolled in Medicare Advan-
tage.

Second, according to the Congres-
sional Budget Office, the Democrat
health plan will increase the cost of
Medicare prescription drug premiums
by 20 percent. Seniors will literally
lose their right to choose. Cutting the
benefits seniors are entitled to in the
name of creating government-run
health insurance is just wrong.

Seniors want, need, and deserve bet-
ter from America.

———
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HEALTH REFORM—MEDICARE

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in strong support
of national comprehensive health care
reform for all Americans.

Since its creation under the direction
of President Lyndon Johnson, Medicare
has proved to be one of the great suc-
cess stories of the Federal Government.
We want to improve the solvency of the
program to ensure our seniors today
continue to enjoy the program and
that our children will be able to collect
Medicare benefits in the future.

H.R. 3962, the Affordable Health Care
for America Act, does not endanger
traditional Medicare, but it does imme-
diately improve the program. Cur-
rently, there are 56,000 Medicare bene-
ficiaries in the 29th Congressional Dis-
trict in Texas that I represent. H.R.
3962 improves their Medicare benefits
by providing free preventative and
wellness care, improving primary and
coordinated care, improving nursing
home quality, and strengthening the
Medicare Trust Fund.

Each year, 4,400 seniors in our dis-
trict hit the doughnut hole and are
forced to pay for drug costs despite
having part D coverage. This legisla-
tion will provide these seniors with im-
mediate relief, covering the first $500 of
doughnut hole costs next year, cutting
brand-name drug costs in the doughnut
hole by 50 percent, and completely
eliminating the doughnut hole by 2019.

Mr. Speaker, that’s why we need H.R.
3962, to improve health care for our
seniors and all Americans.

———

HEALTH CARE AMENDMENTS
REMOVED

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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